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Indiana inches closer to medical marijuana 


House votes to study 
issue before next session 


Kaitlin L Lange 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Indiana lawmakers inched toward le- 
galizing medical marijuana Thursday as 
the House unanimously voted to study 


the possibility before next year’s legisla- 
tive session. 

While the resolution is far from an 
endorsement of legalizing the sub- 
stance, it signals anew-found openness 
to the idea. Neither chamber has voted 
to study the topic in recent years. 

No one argued against the marijuana 
resolution, and even the most conserva- 
tive lawmakers voted for it. 

The resolution was offered by one of 


the top House Republican leaders, Ma- 
jority Floor Leader Rep. Matt Lehman — 
another favorable sign for the future le- 
galization of medical marijuana. 

According to the National Confer- 
ence of State Legislatures, 29 states 
have public medical marijuana pro- 
grams. 

Since the legislation is a House Reso- 
lution, it doesn’t need to be voted on by 
the Senate. 


That means if three of the four legis- 
lative leaders from both parties agree to 
study medical marijuana, it will be as- 
signed to a study committee this sum- 
mer. 

Both House minority leader Rep. Ter- 
ry Goodin and Senate Democrat leader 
Sen. Tim Lanane said they support a 
medical marijuana study. 


See MARIJUANA, Page 7A 
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Critics say I-70/I-65 
split is a destructive 
plan for historic areas 


Amy Bartner 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A group of landscapers, archi- 
tects, urban planners and neighbor- 
hood residents are presenting ways 
to redo the I-65 and I-70 split on the 
city’s north side. They said they want 
to prevent what they call a “destruc- 


P 


Vehicles at the split just north of Downtown diverge toward I-70 East and l-65 North. Critics of a plan to widen 
some of the highways and bridges say it will hurt neighborhoods. ROBERT SCHEER/INDYSTAR 


“We know there are better 
options and other 
alternatives we could be 
studying.” 

Architect Mark Beebe 


tive” Indiana Department of Trans- 
portation plan. 

INDOT’s $250 million preliminary 
plan to widen some of the highways 
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and bridges and build concrete walls 
bordering the interstate at the split 
would hurt the eight surrounding 
historic neighborhoods, by further 
dividing Downtown and creating 
more noise, pollution and traffic, said 
architect Mark Beebe. 

“Its really concerning that it’s 
happening,” Beebe said. “We know 
there are better options and other al- 
ternatives we could be studying. 
We're just concerned that the sched- 
ule is being pushed without an open 
public dialogue.” 


See SPLIT, Page 7A 


Retired Archbishop Daniel M. 
Buechlein died Thursday. Under his 
leadership, the archdiocese said its 
Catholic school enrollment increased 
30 percent to more than 25,000 
students, reversing a 25-year decline. 
ROB GOEBEL/INDYSTAR FILE 


Retired 
Archbishop 
Buechlein 
dies at 79 


Was advocate for social 
outreach, education 


Vic Ryckaert 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Catholics are mourning the death of 
the former Archbishop of Indianapolis, 
Daniel M. Buechlein. 

Buechlein, 79, died at 12:20 a.m. 
Thursday at the Saint Meinrad Archab- 
bey, near his hometown of Jasper, the 
archdiocese said in a news release. 

He served as the city’s fifth archbish- 
op from July 14,1992, until his retire- 
ment on Sept. 21, 2011. During that time 
he was a strong advocate for Catholic 
school education, social outreach and 
supporting the homeless. 


See BUECHLEIN, Page 18A 


@ Usa TODAY 


A White House immigration proposal 
includes Dreamers and $25B for wall. 1B 
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